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designated in § 93.403(c), if such animal 
is: 

(1) A wether; or 
(2) A sheep or goat imported for im-

mediate slaughter. 
(b) For ruminants intended for im-

portation into the United States from 
Mexico, the importer or his or her 
agent shall deliver to the veterinary 
inspector at the port of entry an appli-
cation, in writing, for inspection, so 
that the veterinary inspector and cus-
toms representatives may make mutu-
ally satisfactory arrangements for the 
orderly inspection of the animals. For 
all cattle, except those entering pursu-
ant to the third proviso in § 93.427(d), 
and except for steers, an official record 
of negative brucellosis test conducted 
on the herd of origin as required in 
§ 93.427(d) shall be presented to the vet-
erinary inspector at the port of entry 
when application is made for inspec-
tion. The veterinary inspector at the 
port of entry will provide the importer 
or his or her agent with a written 
statement assigning a date when the 
animals may be presented for import 
inspection. 

[55 FR 31495, Aug. 2, 1990, as amended at 60 
FR 13898, 13900, Mar. 15, 1995. Redesignated 
and amended at 56012, 56019, Oct. 28, 1997; 68 
FR 35534, June 16, 2003] 

§ 93.425 Declaration for ruminants. 
For all ruminants offered for impor-

tation from Mexico, the importer or his 
or her agent shall present two copies of 
a declaration as provided in § 93.407. 

[55 FR 31495, Aug. 2, 1990. Redesignated and 
amended at 62 FR 56012, 56019, Oct. 28, 1997] 

§ 93.426 Inspection at port of entry. 
(a) All ruminants offered for entry 

from Mexico, including such ruminants 
intended for movement through the 
United States in bond for immediate 
return to Mexico, shall be inspected at 
the port of entry, and all such 
ruminants found to be free from com-
municable disease and fever tick infes-
tation, and not to have been exposed 
thereto, shall be admitted into the 
United States subject to the other ap-
plicable provisions of this part. 
Ruminants found to be affected with or 
to have been exposed to a commu-
nicable disease, or infested with fever 
ticks, shall be refused entry except as 

provided in § 93.427(b)(2). Ruminants re-
fused entry shall be handled or quar-
antined or otherwise disposed of as the 
Administrator may direct. 

(b) Ruminants covered by paragraph 
(a) of this section shall be imported 
through ports, designated in § 93.403, 
which are equipped with facilities nec-
essary for proper chute inspection, dip-
ping, and testing, as provided in this 
part. 

[55 FR 31495, Aug. 2, 1990, as amended at 60 
FR 13898, Mar. 15, 1995. Redesignated and 
amended at 62 FR 56012, 56019, Oct. 28, 1997; 68 
FR 6344, Feb. 7, 2003] 

§ 93.427 Cattle from Mexico. 

(a) Cattle and other ruminants im-
ported from Mexico, except animals 
being transported in bond for imme-
diate return to Mexico or animals im-
ported for immediate slaughter, may 
be detained at the port of entry, and 
there subjected to such disinfection, 
blood tests, other tests, and dipping as 
required in this part to determine their 
freedom from any communicable dis-
ease or infection of such disease. The 
importer shall be responsible for the 
care, feed, and handling of the animals 
during the period of detention. 

(b) Fever ticks. (1) Except as provided 
in paragraph (b)(2) of this section, all 
cattle intended for importation from 
Mexico, for purposes other than imme-
diate slaughter, shall be accompanied 
by a certificate issued in accordance 
with § 93.405(a), and showing that the 
veterinarian issuing the certificate in-
spected the cattle at the time of move-
ment to the port of entry and found 
them free from any evidence of com-
municable disease and that, as far as it 
has been possible to determine, they 
have not been exposed to any such dis-
ease, including splenetic, southern or 
tick fever, during the preceding 60 days 
and, if shipped by rail or truck, the cer-
tificate shall further specify that the 
cattle were loaded into clean and dis-
infected cars or trucks for transpor-
tation direct to the port of entry. They 
shall also be accompanied by a certifi-
cate of the importer, or his or her 
agent supervising the shipment, stat-
ing that while en route to the port of 
entry they have not been trailed or 
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driven through any district or area in-
fested with fever ticks. Notwith-
standing such certificates, such cattle 
shall be detained as provided in para-
graph (a) of this section and shall be 
dipped at least once, under the super-
vision of an inspector, in one of the 
permitted dips listed in § 72.13(b) of this 
chapter. The selection of the permitted 
dip to be used will be made by the port 
veterinarian in each case. The owner or 
his or her agent shall first execute an 
application for inspection and dipping 
as provided in paragraph (b)(2)(iii) of 
this section. 

(2) Cattle that have been exposed to 
splenetic, southern, or tick fever, or 
that have been infested with or exposed 
to fever ticks, may be imported from 
Mexico for admission into the United 
States, except into areas of Texas quar-
antined because of said disease or tick 
infestation as specified in § 72.5 of this 
chapter, either at one of the land bor-
der ports in Texas listed in § 93.403(c) or 
at the port of Santa Teresa, NM, pro-
vided that the following conditions are 
strictly observed and complied with: 

(i) The cattle shall be accompanied 
by a certificate issued in accordance 
with § 93.405(a), and showing that the 
veterinarian issuing the certificate has 
inspected the cattle and found them 
free from fever ticks and any evidence 
of communicable disease, and that, as 
far as it has been possible to deter-
mine, they have not been exposed to 
any such disease, except splenetic, 
southern, or tick fever, during the 60 
days immediately preceding their 
movement to the port of entry. 

(ii) The cattle shall be shown by a 
certificate issued in accordance with 
§ 93.405(a) to have been dipped in a tick-
icidal dip within 7 to 12 days before 
being offered for entry. 

(iii) The importer, or his or her duly 
authorized agent, shall first execute 
and deliver to an inspector at the port 
of entry an application for inspection 
and supervised dipping wherein he or 
she shall agree to waive all claims 
against the United States for any loss 
or damage to the cattle occasioned by 
or resulting from dipping, or resulting 
from the fact that they are later found 
to be still tick infested; and also for all 
subsequent loss or damage to any other 
cattle in the possession or control of 

such importer which may come into 
contact with the cattle so dipped. 

(iv) The cattle when offered for entry 
shall receive a chute inspection by an 
inspector. If found free from ticks they 
shall be given one dipping in one of the 
permitted dips listed in § 72.13(b) of this 
chapter under the supervision of an in-
spector 7 to 14 days after the dipping 
required by paragraph (b)(2)(ii) of this 
section. The selection of the permitted 
dip to be used will be made by the port 
veterinarian in each case. If found to 
be infested with fever ticks, the entire 
lot of cattle shall be rejected and will 
not be again inspected for entry until 
10 to 14 days after they have again been 
dipped in the manner provided by para-
graph (b)(2)(ii) of this section. 

(v) The conditions at the port of 
entry shall be such that the subsequent 
movement of the cattle can be made 
without exposure to fever ticks. 

(c) Tuberculosis. (1) Each steer im-
ported into the United States from 
Mexico shall be identified with a dis-
tinct, permanent, and legible ‘‘M’’ 
mark applied with a freeze brand, hot 
iron, or other method prior to arrival 
at a port of entry, unless the steer is 
imported for slaughter in accordance 
with § 93.429. Each spayed heifer im-
ported into the United States from 
Mexico shall be identified with a dis-
tinct, permanent, and legible ‘‘Mx’’ 
mark applied with a freeze brand, hot 
iron, or other method prior to arrival 
at a port of entry, unless the spayed 
heifer is imported for slaughter in ac-
cordance with § 93.429. The ‘‘M’’ or 
‘‘Mx’’ mark shall be not less than 2 
inches nor more than 3 inches high, 
and shall be applied to each animal’s 
right hip, high on the tailhead (over 
the junction of the sacral and first coc-
cygeal vertebrae). 

(2) Cattle from a herd or herds in 
which one or more reactors to the tu-
berculin test have been disclosed shall 
not be eligible for importation until 
the herd to which the animals in the 
lot belong achieve accredited herd sta-
tus as defined in § 93.400, and provided 
that the animals offered for entry have 
met the other applicable requirements 
of this section. 

(3) All sexually intact cattle accom-
panied by the certificate required by 
§ 93.405(a) will be detained at the port of 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 12:32 Mar 19, 2014 Jkt 232028 PO 00000 Frm 00534 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\232028.XXX 232028eh
ie

rs
 o

n 
D

S
K

2V
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 C

F
R



525 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 93.427, Nt. 

entry under the supervision of the port 
veterinarian until tested for tuber-
culosis with negative results: Provided, 
That if any reactor is disclosed in any 
lot when so tested at the port of entry, 
the entire lot will be refused entry and 
the entire lot or any portion of it will 
not be eligible for importation until 
the herd to which the animals in the 
lot belong achieve accredited herd sta-
tus as defined in § 93.400, and provided 
that the animals offered for entry have 
met the other applicable requirements 
of this section. 

(4) The importation of Holstein 
steers, Holstein spayed heifers, Hol-
stein cross steers, and Holstein cross 
spayed heifers from Mexico is prohib-
ited. 

(d) Brucellosis. All cattle offered for 
importation into the United States 
from Mexico shall be individually iden-
tified with a numbered, blue metal 
eartag issued by the Mexican Ministry 
of Agriculture and Water Resources 
(SARH); and except in the case of 
steers, shall be eligible for entry into 
the United States only if, in addition 
to complying with other applicable 
provisions of this part, they: 

(1) Are accompanied by a certificate 
issued in accordance with § 93.405(a) 
stating: 

(i) That such cattle originated in a 
herd in which all cattle (except calves 
under 6 months of age and steers) were 
tested for brucellosis not less than 30 
days nor more than 90 days prior to the 
date of certification and were found to 
be negative; 

(ii) The date and place such herd was 
tested; and 

(iii) That the cattle in the herd have 
been isolated from all other cattle 
from the time the herd was tested neg-
ative for brucellosis to the date of the 
offer of the cattle for entry into the 
United States; and 

(2) Except for calves under 6 months 
of age, are subjected to an additional 
test for brucellosis at the port of entry 
and found negative to such test: Pro-
vided, That if any reactor is disclosed 
in any lot when so tested at the port of 
entry, the entire lot shall be refused 
entry and the entire lot or any portion 
thereof may not be reoffered for entry 
until retested and recertified in accord-
ance with paragraphs (d)(1) and (2) of 

this section or any cattle found to be 
negative to such test and any calves 
under 6 months of age in such lot may 
enter if consigned and moved under 
U.S. Department of Agriculture seal 
and without diversion to recognized 
slaughtering establishment as defined 
in § 78.1 of this chapter for immediate 
slaughter, or if consigned and moved 
under U.S. Department of Agriculture 
seal and without diversion to a quar-
antined feedlot, as defined in § 78.1 of 
this chapter and thereafter handled in 
accordance with the provisions of 
§ 78.12 of this chapter: Provided, further, 
That if any suspect but no reactor is 
disclosed in any lot when so tested at 
the port of entry, any cattle found to 
be negative to such test and any calves 
under 6 months of age in such lot may 
enter without further restriction under 
this paragraph (d): And provided further, 
That any cattle other than cattle 
which are classified as a reactor or sus-
pect to a test for brucellosis may enter 
the United States from Mexico without 
the certificate or any test otherwise re-
quired by this paragraph, if they are 
individually identified with a num-
bered, blue metal eartag issued by the 
Mexican Ministry of Agriculture and 
Water Resources (SARH) and are con-
signed and moved to a slaughtering es-
tablishment for immediate slaughter, 
or to a quarantined feedlot, in accord-
ance with the first proviso in this para-
graph and otherwise comply with the 
applicable provisions of this part. 

[55 FR 31495, Aug. 2, 1990, as amended at 57 
FR 2010, Jan. 17, 1992; 57 FR 28080, 28081, June 
24, 1992; 58 FR 68509, Dec. 28, 1993; 59 FR 24886, 
May 13, 1994; 59 FR 65897, Dec. 22, 1994; 60 FR 
13898, Mar. 15, 1995; 61 FR 17239, Apr. 19, 1996. 
Redesignated and amended at 62 FR 56012, 
56019, Oct. 28, 1997; 62 FR 64266, Dec. 5, 1997; 
66 FR 20190, Apr. 20, 2001; 69 FR 9750, Mar. 2, 
2004; 74 FR 5, Jan. 2, 2009] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE 1: At 74 FR 5, Jan. 2, 
2009, as corrected at 74 FR 22091, May 12, 2009, 
§ 93.427 was amended by revising paragraph 
(b)(2) introductory text, effective date de-
layed indefinitely. For the convenience of 
the user, the revised text is set forth as fol-
lows: 

§ 93.427 Cattle from Mexico. 

* * * * * 

(b) * * * 
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(2) Cattle that have been exposed to sple-
netic, southern, or tick fever, or that have 
been infested with or exposed to fever ticks, 
may be imported from Mexico for admission 
into the United States, except into areas of 
Texas quarantined because of said disease or 
tick infestation as specified in § 72.5 of this 
chapter, at one of the land border ports in 
Texas listed in § 93.403(c), the port of Santa 
Teresa, NM, or the port of San Luis, AZ, pro-
vided that the following conditions are 
strictly observed and complied with: 

* * * * * 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE 2: At 78 FR 72997, 
Dec. 4, 2013, § 93.427 was amended by revising 
the section heading; by adding paragraph (e); 
and by adding an OMB citation at the end of 
the section, effective Mar. 4, 2014. For the 
convenience of the user, the added and re-
vised text is set forth as follows: 

§ 93.427 Cattle and other bovines from Mex-
ico. 

* * * * * 

(e) BSE. In addition to meeting the require-
ments of paragraphs (a) through (d) of this 
section and all other applicable require-
ments of this part, bovines may be imported 
from Mexico only under the following condi-
tions: 

(1) The bovines were born after November 
30, 2007, the date determined by APHIS to be 
the date of effective enforcement of a rumi-
nant-to-ruminant feed ban in Mexico. 

(2) The bovines were officially identified 
prior to arriving at the port of entry in the 
United States with unique individual identi-
fication that is traceable to each bovine’s 
premises of origin. No person may alter, de-
face, remove, or otherwise tamper with the 
official identification while the animal is in 
the United States or moving into or through 
the United States, except that the identifica-
tion may be removed at slaughter. 

(3) The bovines, if sexually intact, are per-
manently and humanely identified using one 
of the following additional methods: 

(i) An ‘‘MX’’ mark properly applied with a 
freeze brand, hot iron, or other method, and 
easily visible on the live animal and on the 
carcass before skinning. Such a mark must 
be not less than 2 inches nor more than 3 
inches high, and must be applied to each ani-
mal’s right hip, high on the tail-head (over 
the junction of the sacral and first coccygeal 
vertebrae); or 

(ii) A tattoo with the letters ‘‘MX’’ applied 
to the inside of one ear of the animal; or 

(iii) Other means of permanent identifica-
tion upon request if deemed adequate by the 
Administrator to humanely identify the ani-
mal in a distinct and legible way as having 
been imported from Mexico. 

(4) The bovines are accompanied by a cer-
tificate issued in accordance with § 93.405 
that states, in addition to the statements re-
quired by § 93.405, that the conditions of para-
graphs (e)(1) through (e)(3) of this section 
have been met. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0393) 

§ 93.428 Sheep and goats and wild 
ruminants from Mexico. 

(a) Sheep and goats intended for im-
portation from Mexico shall be accom-
panied by a certificate issued in ac-
cordance with § 93.405 and stating, if 
such sheep and goats are shipped by 
rail or truck, that such animals were 
loaded into cleaned and disinfected 
cars or trucks for transportation direct 
to the port of entry. Notwithstanding 
such certificate, such sheep and goats 
shall be detained as provided in 
§ 93.427(a) and shall be dipped at least 
once in a permitted scabies dip under 
supervision of an inspector. 

(b) The certificate accompanying 
goats offered for importation from 
Mexico shall, in addition to the state-
ments required by paragraph (a) of this 
section, state that such goats have 
been tested for tuberculosis and brucel-
losis with negative results within 30 
days preceding their being offered for 
entry, and give the date and method of 
testing, the name of the consignor and 
of the consignee, and a description of 
the animals including breed, ages, 
markings, and tattoo and eartag num-
bers. Notwithstanding such certifi-
cation, such goats shall be detained or 
quarantined as provided in § 93.427 and 
retested for brucellosis. 

(c) If sheep or goats are unaccom-
panied by the certificate as required by 
paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section, 
or if they are found upon inspection or 
retesting, as provided for in this part, 
to be affected with a communicable 
disease or to have been exposed there-
to, they shall be refused entry and 
shall be handled or quarantined, or 
otherwise disposed of as the Adminis-
trator may direct. 

(d) Certificates will not be required 
for wild ruminants, other than sheep 
and goats, originating in and shipped 
direct from Mexico, but such animals 
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